


In October 2003, after extensive negotiations, 
California Assembly Bill 1548 was signed into law, 
establishing what is called the Education and the 
Environment Initiative (EEI).

It is a broad-ranging endeavor that connects 
education about the environment with California's 
complex standards-based instructional system.

What is the EEI?



The EEI is Unique

National model: California is currently poised to lead the nation in 
environmental literacy.

Unprecedented Opportunity: The EEI institutionalizes education about 
the environment in California’s classrooms, potentially reaching over 
6 million children.

Governor’s Priority: Funded and highlighted in the administration’s key 
environmental initiatives.

Comprehensive Stakeholder Involvement: Active participation and 
coordination among State education and regulatory agencies, the 
education community and the private sector.

Approved Instructional Materials: The EEI will be approved by the 
State Board of Education and considered germane in classroom 
instruction.



Environment and Natural Resources Agencies
Environmental Protection Agency 
Integrated Waste Management Board
Resources Agency

Education Agencies
State Board of Education
Department of Education
Governor’s Secretary for Education

Broad Interagency Partnership



Develop Environmental Principles & Concepts 
(EP&C)
Support Academic Content Standards
Incorporate EP&C into Instructional Materials 
Adoption Criteria
Create Model Curriculum for K-12
Encourage Regulatory Consistency
Coordinate State Agency Environmental 
Information for Children and Teachers

EEI Mandates



71301. (a) … shall develop education principles for 
the environment for elementary and secondary 
school pupils... The principles shall be aligned to 
the academic content standards adopted by the 
State Board of Education...

Environmental Principles and Concepts



5 principles and 15 concepts
Focus on the interactions and interdependence 
of human societies and natural systems. 
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Environmental Principles and Concepts



71301 (c): The principles shall be aligned to 
the applicable academic content standards 
adopted by the State Board of Education and 
shall not duplicate or conflict with any 
academic content standards.
71301 (e): If the content standards required 
pursuant to Section 60605 of the Education 
Code are revised, the education principles for 
the environment shall be appropriately 
considered for inclusion into part of the 
revised academic content standards.

Support Academic Content Standards



Carried out an in-depth alignment between 
EP&C and the content standards.
Developed learning objectives for the EEI 
Curriculum that directly teach the standards.
Selected only those standards where it is 
possible to help students achieve mastery.

Alignment to Academic Content Standards



71301. (d) (1) … principles for the 
environment shall be incorporated, as the 
State Board of Education determines to be 
appropriate, in criteria developed for 
textbook adoption … in Science, 
Mathematics, English/Language Arts, and 
History/Social Sciences…
(2) … the State Board of Education shall 
collaborate with the office to make the 
changes necessary to ensure that the 
principles are included in the textbook 
adoption criteria…

Incorporate EP&C into 
Instructional Materials Adoption Criteria



State Board incorporated the EP&C in the 
Reading-Language Arts instructional 
materials adoption criteria.
President of State Board of Education and 
State Superintendent encouraged science 
publishers to include the EP&C in the 2006 
adoption.

Instructional Materials Adoption Criteria



71302. (a) … shall develop … a model 
environmental curriculum that incorporates 
these education principles for the 
environment …
(b) The model curriculum shall be 
submitted to the Curriculum Development 
and Supplemental Materials Commission 
for review. The commission shall submit its 
recommendation to the Secretary for 
Environmental Protection and to the 
Secretary of the Resources Agency …
(2)  The model curriculum … shall be 
submitted to the State Board of Education 
for its approval. 

Create Model Curriculum for K-12



Provide a K-12th grade instructional 
continuum that will help students master 
California’s academic content standards 
and California’s EP&C’s.
150 units K-12 focused on science and 
history-social science standards
Currently 70 units are under development in 
every stage of the process from outline 
through field testing
Comprehensive review (content and 
pedagogy experts, field and pilot test 
teachers, etc.)

EEI Curriculum for K-12



$7.0 Million has been funded.
Development of the EEI curriculum, a two-year process, 
is underway under the guidance of Principal Consultant 
Dr. Jerry Lieberman and his team.
Hired professional K-12 curriculum writers, editors, and 
graphic designers.
Established content and education working groups to 
conduct reviews.
Recruited school districts for field and pilot testing.
Partnerships with the National Geographic Society, ESRI, 
NOAA, and Heal the Bay.
Pursuing philanthropic interest in supporting EEI 
implementation.

Accomplishments and Status





Key Elements of the Instructional Units



















Milestones & Estimated Timelines

Unit & Lesson Development
September 2006 – October 2008

Field and Pilot Testing
April 2007 – February 2009

Curriculum Commission Review & Deliberations 
March/April 2009 – August 2009

State Board of Education Submission
November 2009 – January 2010



Become Involved!

• Review draft units

• Provide feedback as a content reviewer

• Provide feedback as an educator reviewer

• Engage your school and district in supporting 
the EEI

• Join our listserve to keep abreast of EEI 
developments



For Further Information 
www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	The EEI is Unique
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Milestones & Estimated Timelines
	Become Involved!
	Slide Number 27

